HSW 499 (Sec 2) – Spring 2023
Pros and Cons of Universal Healthcare
Instructor:

Daniel J. McCarty, PhD
Office:


143 Sci Building 
Phone:

(715) 346-2508 (Office)
E-mail:

dmccarty@uwsp.edu
A. Course description
Selected topics in health science (HS 499 – 1 credits)

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA), commonly referred to as ObamaCare, was signed into law in March 2010.  It represents the most significant change in the US healthcare law since the passage of Medicare and Medicaid in 1965 and is meant to reduce the number of American without insurance or underinsured and contain healthcare costs.  This course will examine: 

1) The roots of the current US healthcare crisis
2) The impacts of the ACA on reducing the number of uninsured or underinsured Americans and in controlling healthcare costs.

3) Approaches for universal healthcare used by other countries. 
Prerequisite: None
B. Format
One hour class per week - seminar format with substantial class discussion.
C. Textbook
None. Reading will be assigned.
D. General goals and objectives
At the conclusion of this course, students will able to:

1. Appreciate the complexity of our current healthcare system. 

2. Understand the scope and impacts of the ACA on our healthcare system.

3. Understand the pros and cons of different universal healthcare models used by other nations. 
E. Grading system
93 – 100

A



77 – 79

C+

90 – 92

A-



73 – 76

C

87 – 89

B+



70 – 72

C-

83 – 86

B



67 – 69

D+

80 – 82

B-



60 – 65

D








Below 60

F

“A” reflects exceptional work (going beyond the basics, integrating material well, displaying professionalism in individual and group work, application and demonstration of knowledge and skills, showing initiative, using creativity, writing is reflective of multiple drafts).
“B” reflects good work (valuable teamwork skills, active in class, ability to grasp basic concepts and apply to new situations, some participation in class, completes all assignments with a degree of proficiency but may not demonstrate initiative, creativity or reflection consistently, writing contains errors or lacks conciseness and completeness).
“C” reflects average work (assignments are completed at the minimum, basic concepts are grasped but cannot be applied, some difficulty in group work, spelling and grammar mistakes are common, writing is conversational in tone with little attention paid to detail, word choices, organization (rough draft quality), little participation in class. 

Student responsibilities for successful coursework:

Attendance: Students should plan to attend all classes and are responsible for all information presented in class. Notify the instructor in person, by telephone or email if an absence is anticipated. Class begins promptly at the scheduled times.  

Reading Assignments: Relevant reading will be discussed and handed out in class.  The readings will also be posted in Canvas.  Students will be more successful in the class if the handouts are read before the class period during which a given topic will be covered. The course is focused on discussion and analysis of topics. Readings will prepare you for participation in class. 

Written work must be computer-printed (12 point font, double-spaced, 1 inch margins) and written in complete sentences with proper punctuation, spelling and grammar.  Student names should be printed in the upper right hand corner of the paper. All assignments are due at class time on the day specified in the syllabus in the drop box Canvas.

F. Oral presentation
There is one major oral presentation for this course, the details of which will be explained during the course.  
G.
Derivation of course grade            

Class participation







10%
Class Quizzes








40%

Oral Report
 







60%
H. 
Other class information

Cell phone policy - please don’t use your cell phone during class! 

Please do not text message!

Email – please note that you are responsible for anything I send you via email.


Remember, class attendance is very important!
I. 
Communicating with your instructor via email
I check my email frequently during the day. However, I receive a lot of email and I sometimes delete emails which do not have the subject specified. If you have not received a response to your email within 24 hours, please resend your email.  I do not check email routinely at home or on weekends. Please remember that these are professional communications so please use full sentences and complete words. 

J. 
Students with special needs
Students with special needs should contact the instructor as early in the semester as possible to make any necessary class/test accommodations.

The contents of this syllabus are as complete and accurate as possible.  The instructor reserves the right to make any changes necessary to the syllabus and course material. The instructor will make every effort to inform the students of changes as they occur.  It is the responsibility of the student to know what changes have been made to successfully complete the requirements of the course. Any in-class announcement, verbal or written, is considered official addendum to this syllabus.
Course Calendar
	Date
	Topics

	Jan 24
	Course Overview The politics of healthcare. Framing and how it is being applied to universal healthcare



	Jan 31

	Sicko – case studies,  Frontline – Sick Around the World http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/sickaroundtheworld/view/


	Feb 7
	Overview of US healthcare system – a system in crisis


	Feb 14
	Characteristics of a good healthcare system – what would an ideal system look like?


	Feb 21
	Healthcare in Australia


	Feb 28
	Student presentations



	Mar 7
	Student presentations



	Mar 14
	Student presentations
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